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injury scare It’s another injury to the Canadiens, with Patrice Bergeron and Lars
Eller suffering minor injuries at the Ottawa Senators’ home opener, less than 24
hours after Mathieu Darche and PK Subban were hospitalized with what’s being
treated as an illness. Forward Max Lapierre, who is currently listed as day-to-day
with a lower-body injury, also had a minor issue early in the game and will be re-
evaluated tomorrow, according to Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin.In-
Depth Profile Portrait by Alain Patrice Lumumba A Politico Magazine profile of the

late Democratic Republic of Congo leader, who defied American media coverage to
rise to power in the Congo’s first free election. “Senegalese philosopher and activist

Albert Ngabu, also known as Albert Lumbuta, explains that the roots of his name
can be traced to one of the most contested events of the Congolese revolution of

1958. During a visit to the United States for the inauguration of Senegalese
President Abdou Diouf, Ngabu was seated with President Dwight D. Eisenhower.

When asked why he was at the White House, Ngabu pointed to his name and said,
‘this is an Albert.’” Read the full story by Alex Cohen at Politico Magazine.

COOPERATION REQUIRED BY AUSTRIAN REPUBLICANS: Germans resisted the
popular ideas of European integration even before the creation of the European
Union in 1992. In the view of many, the EU, with its single currency and political
institutions, might eventually produce the same kind of power consolidation that

was a by-product of German unification. This was interpreted by the Austrian
chancellor Bruno
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Report: Appetite for housing rebounds When the U.S. economy resumes its more

normal pace in the second half of the year, a potentially large housing recovery will
become a major force in the economy. Home building has been a major turnaround

story the last few years, with the housing sector contributing to the slowest
economic recovery in the history of the country. Housing production, in fact, turned
negative several years ago for the first time in the postwar era. Housing starts have
been bumpy in recent months, and a brief correction is likely to be short-lived. But

housing is poised for a big rebound in the second half of the year. The housing
market is still down about 30 percent from its peak in 2006, and based on history it

will take longer than that to get back to the same level of activity. But the U.S.
economy is growing at a more healthy pace, and the relative attractiveness of

housing should start to rebound by late this year. The most important factor driving
the housing rebound this year will be tapering in government mortgage lending

standards, which will allow people with a weaker credit rating to qualify for
financing. That trend will reverse in early 2011 as the Federal Reserve starts to
raise short-term interest rates. Historically, mortgage interest rates have risen

about 1/2 percentage point for every half percentage point of Fed tightening. So the
rise in short-term interest rates should slow the housing recovery down to a more
normal pace as the Fed begins to taper its stimulus. Based on the improvement in

the U.S. economy in recent quarters, the Fed is about to begin shrinking its
stimulus. Based on average growth of 2.3 percent in the last two quarters, the Fed
is already planning to raise interest rates by another 1/2 percentage point by the

end of the year. The Fed is clearly fighting to keep interest rates low, partly to spur
growth, but also because the Fed expects inflation to pick up further in 2010. I

expect the pace of the housing recovery to slow down sharply as the Fed
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