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medicine conducted a meta-analysis to see
how many of the possible causal effects had
been established. The study, published in
Alcoholism: Clinical and Experimental
Research, covered more than 30 million
people, all of whom had been exposed to
cannabis between ages 15 and 34. The
report shows no link between cannabis use
and the risk of lung cancer, chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease, asthma, or
other smoking-related disease. That result is
consistent with previous research that did
not find any positive or negative link
between the two. Lorey’s team further
reviewed studies that established links
between cannabis use and pancreatic and
liver disease, and confirmed a link between
cannabis use and increased risk of
respiratory disease. That study of four
studies showed that cannabis use increased
the risk of hepatic disease by 32%. Previous
research showed a similar increase in risk of
pulmonary disease. The team also reviewed
a study that explored how marijuana use
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affects other health-related issues. It showed
that cannabis use was associated with a
higher risk of obesity, seizures, and mental
disorders. “We are very surprised by the lack
of consistency with the science that is in
place,” Lorey said. “We have found no
scientifically valid evidence of a causal effect
between cannabis and smoking-related
disease. We see no mechanism to explain it
In an objective way. And yet we see effects
of cannabis use on all kinds of diseases.”
Lorey explained that some of the previous
studies may not have been large enough to
find a statistically significant link between
the two. He also noted that his analysis
controlled for tobacco use, a variable that
previous research had ignored.
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We investigated the usefulness of serum
hCG determination in the assessment of the
timing of pregnancy. Two hundred and forty
pregnant patients were studied: the group of

"expectant" patients (n = 111) did not

become pregnant after at least 60 days;
group of "non-pregnant" patients (n = 129)
did not become pregnant before 120 days.
The median time of hCG rise was 66 and 68
days in the "expectant" and "non-pregnant”
group, respectively. After 3.5 weeks the hCG

levels were still 3
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